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PHILIP AND PHOEBE
THE STORY

Philip and Phoebe, the terrible twins, never seem to
agree about anything. Yesterday they were arguing
about how much people should be paid for the jobs
they do.
‘I think everyone should be paid the same,’ said
Phoebe. ‘Surely that’s fair. Why should anyone be paid
extra when we are all just people?’
‘But some people might have to work harder than
others,’ replied Philip. ‘Or they might have more
unpleasant or dangerous jobs, or they might be
cleverer and be able to do more important work.’
Continued on next page...
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PHILIP AND PHOEBE
THE STORY CONTINUED

‘I suppose so,’ Phoebe conceded reluctantly.
But if we are going to pay people differently, I
think we should pay the carers extra – the
nurses and teachers and so on. They do the
most important jobs.’
‘No, they don’t,’ Philip retorted. ‘What about the
people in charge, like the Prime Minister and
bank managers? They are far more important.’
‘Hmm’, said Phoebe. ‘What if there was a
brand-new colony starting up on Mars. I wonder
how they’d decide who gets paid what?’
‘I’ll tell you one thing,’ said Philip. ‘You’d never
get them to agree. Everyone always thinks they
deserve more than other people. It’s human
nature to think that way!’

WHO IS RIGHT?
THE QUESTION

Who is right, Philip or Phoebe?
SHOULD EVERYONE IN THE
MARS COLONY BE PAID THE
SAME?
IF NOT, WHO SHOULD BE PAID
THE MOST AND WHY?
IS THERE ANY WAY WE COULD
GET THE COLONISTS TO
AGREE ABOUT THIS?
Discuss this with as many people
as you can. When you've thought
about this problem carefully, turn
to the next page.

THE MARS COLONY
PHILOSOPHY BACKGROUND

Should everyone in The Mars Colony be paid the same? If not, who should be paid
the most and why? Is there any way we could get the colonists to agree about
this?
The American philosopher called John Rawls suggested an answer to the last of
these questions in a book called A Theory of Justice (1971).
Philip is correct, of course, that we see our own needs much more clearly than we
see the needs of anyone else. So, left to our own devices, our natural selfishness
means we will vote ourselves the most money in The Mars Colony.
To avoid this, Rawls suggests the colonists should hold a meeting before leaving
Earth. They should be given a list of jobs in the Colony and be asked to decide
what each job should be paid, but with one crucial condition: none of them would
yet know which job they were going to get. This should neutralise their natural
selfishness and make them decide fairly what each job is worth. Maybe they
would even “play safe” by awarding everyone the same pay.
Rawls calls this operating “behind a veil of ignorance”, and he thinks that it would
produce a more just (fair) society if used widely.
You could try Rawls’ idea out next time you have to divide up some jobs that noone really wants to do. Get everyone to agree on equal packages of jobs,
and then draw lots to decide who gets which package. This will stop anyone
selfishly giving themselves an easy time.
Rawls believes, like Phoebe, that everyone in society should be treated equally.
But he thinks we should pay some people more than others in one circumstance:
if it will benefit the whole of society, especially its most disadvantaged members.
For example, we should pay doctors more than road sweepers, because otherwise
no one will go through the long training to become a doctor, and there will be no
medical care. The doctors’ greater income benefits, not only themselves, but all of
society, including the road sweepers, since it permits them to get medical care.

THE QUESTION
RAWLS

This debate is ongoing and will probably take you beyond philosophy. Good luck!
DISCUSS WITH AS MANY PEOPLE AS YOU CAN...

WANT THREE
EXTRA TRICKY
QUESTIONS?
1. Karl Marx suggested the principle: ‘From each
according to his ability; to each according to
his needs.’ Is this fair?
2. Who deserves the most pay and why: a
doctor, a footballer, a factory-owner or a
soldier?
3. How is it decided who gets what in the UK,
and does this produce a fair result?

Debate with other Year 6 who like
thinking. Ask an adult at home to
email us if you want to join our
Year 6 Philosophy Group on Zoom
enquiries@fundaysclub.co.uk
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Do we all see colours in
the same way?
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